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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“Out of Sight; Out of Mind”  
     

We’ve all heard that old expression, “Out of sight; out of mind”. Well, it’s that time of year again when 
many of our members and friends of GCC makes their way back to their respective homes for the 
summer. And although they will be out of sight, they will most assuredly not be out of mind. Our 
thoughts and prayers for them will serve as a constant reminder of our longing to be with them again. 
This brings to mind the words of Paul in his letter to the Philippians where he says: “I thank my God 
every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” 
[Philippians 1:3-6].  
 
We would do well to remember one another, whether together or apart, with fond memories as well 
as with prayers and petitions. But this requires a two-way communication. We promise to keep in 
touch via our church website, the Grace News newsletter, emails and phone calls. But those of you 
who are away must also keep us informed as to how best to pray for you and with you. 
 
The upside for those of us who remain here is that parking places will be more accessible! The 
downside is that you will be sorely missed! Saying “goodbye” is never easy; even if it is just for a little 
while. However, what a joy it will be when we see you again in the fall. And this is one reason why we 
celebrate our annual “homecoming” festivities sponsored by the Worship and Music ministry. 
 
Whenever Sammie and I are apart we don’t say “goodbye”. Instead, we use the word “Mizpah” which 
in the Hebraic language means “May the Lord watch between you and me until we meet again.” And 
we use it both in an endearing way as well an enduring way. 
 
And so as our dear friends leave us for a while we extend to each of you travel mercies in the hope 
that we will be rejoined once again in the fall. But until then, may our Lord God be between you and 
me…“Mizpah!”             
 
Have a care, 
 
 
 
Pastor Cooper 
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Thank You Notes 

 
Pastor Cooper and Incredible Staff, 
 
Thank you for again inviting “Legacy” to 
minister and worship with you and your 
wonderful people at Grace. Your warmth, 
kindness, hospitality and friendship mean more 
than words can express. 
 
Thank you also for the love offering of $2,610.  
We pray that you and our Lord were pleased 
with Legacy’s part, and we look forward to 
being with you again. 
 
Our deepest love and best to you all, 
Norm & Kay, Steve & Vicki, Doug & Melissa 
and Mitch 
 

Notes from Sammie 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Some time ago a friend loaned me a book 
which was a blessing to me and most helpful.  
The book is titled "The Alzheimer's Answer" by 
Marwan Sabbagh, M.D. Dr. Sabbagh is 
geriatric neurologist and leading expert in 
Alzheimer's research. His office is near 
Boswell Hospital at the Sun Health Research 
Institute's Cleo Roberts Center for Clinical 
Research. The forward in the book is by 
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor.   
 
Dementia is a category of disease.  
Alzheimer's is one of the many different kinds 
of dementias. To quote Justice O'Connor, 
"This book, The Alzheimer's Answer, has 
succinctly and clearly answered my questions". 
 
I have donated a copy of this book to our 
church library as a resource for our church 
members. I pray this book will assist those in 
need of answers and assistance in this area. 
 
May God bless you,  
 
Sammie McWhirter 
 

 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thirteen years ago, April 1, Cooper became 
your Pastor here at GCC. This has been and 
continues to be a wonderful time for both 
Cooper and me. 
 
I have been cleaning and trying to clear out 
bags of cards and well wishes collected 
through the years. During our time here we 
have received so many wonderful cards. Your 
warm thoughts when my father, Sam Heagerty, 
passed away in 2007, my mother, Ann 
Heagerty's, illnesses, Anna Cate and Maggie's 
weddings, the births of our four grandchildren 
the many birthday and Christmas greetings 
have all been a blessing to us. And, rereading 
them has brought a second blessing.   
 
All I can say as your Pastor's wife is "thank 
you" for your love, and I'm glad I kept the cards 
as a sweet reminder of God's love. 
 
In His Love, Sammie 
 

New Beginnings Schedule 
 

April 27th Brunch at Della Bergs 
 
May 18th Brunch - location to be 
  determined 
 
All Singles are invited to these Brunches for 
fellowship. Our Bible study meets the Fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 1:00 PM here at the 
church. 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Dates 
 
The Pottery Lady   April 2 
     10:00 AM 
Making of Palm Crosses  April 12 
     9:30 AM 
Palm Sunday    April 13 
     10:00 AM 
Maundy Thursday Services April 17 
     5:00 PM 
Good Friday Service  April 18 
     12 Noon 
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Palm Crosses 
 

In anticipation of Palm Sunday on April 13th, 
we’ll be weaving palm frond strips into crosses 
on Saturday morning, April 12th at 9:30 AM in 
Fellowship Hall. You are needed/welcome!  
See the sign-up sheet in the Resource Center. 

 
Finance Committee Report 

 
For the month of February our unrestricted 
contributions were $30,801.00 and our 
expenses were $23,588.80. Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in March were 
$24,934.00. 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 

Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $355.00 for the month of 
February. This fund is used for building and 
maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 
 

 
April Birthdays 

4/01 Bill Marting 
4/04 Sherry Brosor 
4/06 Wes Johnson 
4/17 Richard Funk 
4/17 Cooper McWhirter   
4/18  Don Suddarth 
4/21 Elaine McIlheron 
4/21 Judy Visker 
4/22 Becky Reid 
4/25 Frances Lewis 
4/25 David Storhaug 
4/28 Lewis Cornwell 
4/28 Harvey Johnson 
4/29 Annette Strangman 
Missionary Family Birthdays 
4/4  David Hamilton 
4/17/89 Matthew Hamilton 
 
Happy Birthday to All! 
 

April Anniversaries 
4/07 George & Frances Lewis   
4/16 Dick & Marie Rogeness 
 
Happy Anniversary! 

 

He Is Risen! 
 
 

 
 

The Victorious Chime 
 

     It is said that during Napoleon’s Austrian 
campaign his army advanced to within six 
miles of the town of Feldkirch. It looked as 
though his men would take it without 
resistance. But as Napoleon’s army advanced 
toward their objective in the night, Christians of 
Feldkirch gathered in their little church to pray.  
It was Easter eve. 
     The next morning at sunrise the bells of the 
village pealed out across the countryside.  
Napoleon’s army, not realizing it was Easter 
Sunday, thought that in the night the Austrian 
army had moved into Feldkirch and the bells 
were ringing in jubilation. Napoleon ordered a 
retreat, and the battle at Feldkirch never took 
place. The Easter bells caused the enemy to 
flee and peace reigned in the Austrian 
countryside. 
     As Easter is celebrated each year, 
churches and cathedrals around the world will 
ring their bells—not to sound Christ’s death 
knell but to declare Christ’s victory over death.  
He is the risen Lord, and because of Him our 
final enemy—death—has been defeated and 
peace reigns in our hearts! 
 

Taken from “Hope for Each Day” 
by Billy Graham 
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